
LIBERTARIAN PARTY BALLOT ACCESS ACTION REPORT 
Libertarian National Committee meeting 
Rosemont, Illinois 
March 16-17, 2013 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
If we lived in a nation with just election laws, we wouldn’t have to pursue ballot access.  
Unfortunately, that is not the case.  The following memo address petitioning 
opportunities for the LNC in 2013 and 2014. 
 
I want to thank Bob Johnston, LP of Maryland Chair and an Independent Contractor to 
the LNC, for his work in contacting various state parties and their Chairs, and his 
preparation of the table that is a part of this report, and Richard Winger for his assistance 
in updating this report. 
 
After Election Day 2012, we have ballot access for our Presidential ticket in 2016 in the 
following 29 states (plus DC):  AK, AZ, CA, CO, DE, FL, GA, ID, IN, KS, LA, MD, MI, 
MS, MO, MT, NE, NV, NM, NC, OH, OR, SC, SD, TX, UT, WV, WI & WY.  This 
assumes that all paperwork will be filed on a timely basis. 
  
States in which we could be circulating a petition in 2013 are: 
 
AL:  We could be doing a party petition (44,828 sigs), and there is a 5,000 sig 
Independent petition for President that can be done after the 2016 convention. 
 
There is a lawsuit pending regarding party petitions in AL, and we should wait to see the 
results of this litigation.  Lobbying should also be tried.  A ballot access reform bill got 
through the AL Senate last year that would have cut the number of sigs needed for a party 
petition in half passed the AL Senate. 
 
AR:  To get our party status back will take a 10,000 valid sig petition drive, but it has to 
be completed within a 90 day window of our choosing, and no later than April 5, 2014.  
The Green Party has a legislator in AR and the LPAR should lobby with the Greens to try 
to change AR ballot access law. 
 
HI:  The LP lost ballot access in November 2012.  706 valid sig petition completed by 
February 2014 is needed to regain ballot access.  I have been in contact with Jim 
Henshaw, LPHI Chair, and he says that the LPHI will complete this petition on a 
volunteer basis.  
 
ND:  The LP could be doing a party petition in ND.  7,000 valid sigs (probably about 
7,500 total) by April 11, 2014. 
 
 
States in which we can circulate a petition in 2014 are: 



 
IL:  There will be a 25,000 valid sig petition drive from late March to late June 2014 for 
Governor and other statewide offices.  It should be noted that the LNC spent over 
$100,000 for paid signatures in 2012 in IL.  The 2012 volunteer petition drive produced 
only about 1,500 gross signatures, according to Lex Green. 
 
ME:  The LP of Maine should file a paper claiming that we intend to circulate a party 
petition, so that people can then register Libertarian.  According to Richard Winger, there 
is no penalty for not successfully completing the petition. 
 
MD:  We could be doing a voter registration drive in MD now, but we are currently at 
about 12,000, and we would need a total of about 35,000.  Natural growth is happening at 
a rate of at least 200 per month.  We do have ballot status through 2014, but will need 1% 
for Governor to retain party status. 
 
NH:  Governor and US Senate candidates can get on in 2014 with Independent petitions 
for 3,000 valid sigs each.  If either candidate would receive at least 4% of the vote, the 
LP would get party status again in NH. 
  
NY:  There will be a 15,000 valid sig petition for our statewide candidates (including 
Governor) in 2014.  Our Governor candidate in 2010, Warren Redlich, received 48,386 
votes for Governor.  Gary Johnson got 47,195 votes for President in New York.  50,000 
votes are needed to retain ballot status for the next four years. 
 
PA:  We need to do a presidential petition again in 2016.  If the LPPA is to have 
candidates on the ballot in 2014 (the Governor will be elected then), petitioning will have 
to occur then, too.  The number of valid signatures needed on the 2014 petition will be 
decided by an election in November 2013.  There is a ballot access reform bill that is 
picking up support among Democrats in the state legislature. 
 
 
Summary:  Ballot access expense has a zero budget for 2013.  If the LNC would like to 
do any of the possible 2013 petition drives listed above, the 2013 LNC budget would 
have to be amended.  



Status How To Become A Recognized Party Retention Election Phone # Election Website

Alabama No Must collect 44,828 signatures, due 6/3/14.  Can start petitioning now. To retain party status, statewide candidate must get 20%. (334) 242-7210 http://www.sos.alabama.gov/Elections/Default.aspx

Alaska Yes N/A

2014 candidate for Governor, US Senate, or US House must get 3%, or maintain registered voters 
above 3% of the votes cast for 2010 Governor (7,686) as of 5/31/14. Has 7,711 registered voters @ 
12/12. (907) 465-4611 http://www.elections.alaska.gov/

Arizona Yes Maintain voter registration above 0.67% as of 11/1/13.  Has 0.77% as of 12/12. 2014 candidate for Governor must get 5%, or maintain voter registration above 0.67%. (602) 542-8683 http://www.azsos.gov/election/

Arkansas No Must collect 10,000 signatures within a 90-day period by 4/5/14. 2014 candidate for Governor must get 3%. (501) 682-5070 http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections.html#publications

California Yes

Must pay a filing fee (federal $1,740; Governor $3315; state $953), or collect 
signatures (statewide office 10,000; US House 3,000; state 1,500).  Can start 
petitioning 12/31/13, and are due 2/20/14.

2014 statewide candidate gets 2%, or party has registered voters equal to 1% of the votes cast in 
the 2014 gubernatorial election (103,004).  Has 108,736 registered voters as of 12/12. (916) 657-2166 http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/

Colorado Yes N/A

Has party status through 2016.  Statewide candidate gets 1% every other general election, or party 
has 1,000 registered voters as of 7/1 of the election year every other general election.  Has over 
15,000 registered voters @ 11/12. (303) 894-2200 http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/main.html

Connecticut No

Must collect signatures (statewide 7,500, US House 1% of 2012 race vote) 
between 1/1/14 and 8/4/14.  Can run 2014 candidate in the US House 2nd without 
collecting signatures.  

2014 candidate for Governor must get 20%, or have at least 20% of the party-registered voters as of 
the day of the general election.  If a candidate gets 1%, can run for that same office in the next 
election without petitioning.  Can run candidate for 2016 US Senate without petitioning. (860) 509-6200

http://www.sots.ct.gov/sots/cwp/view.asp?a=3&Q=415810&sotsNav
=|

Delaware Yes
Maintain voter registration above 0.1% by 8/19/14, the number of which is 
determined on 12/31/13.  Had 933 registered voters (0.15%) as of 12/12.

Maintain voter registration above 0.1% as determined by 12/31/15, 21 days prior to the Presidential 
primary election in 2016. (302) 739-4277 http://elections.delaware.gov/default.shtml#

District of 
Columbia Yes N/A

2014 candidate for Mayor, Delegate, Chairman of the Council, or council member must get 7,500 
votes. (202) 727-2525 http://www.dcboee.org/home.asp

Florida Yes

Must pay a filing fee (federal/governor $10,400; state $1,781), or collect signatures 
(statewide 112,174, US House 2,298, State Senator 1,552, State Representative 
518).  Signatures due 5/5/14, noon.  Fee due between 6/2 and 6/6/14. N/A (850)245-6200 http://election.dos.state.fl.us/

Georgia No

Can run candidates for statewide office.  Must collect signatures for non-statewide 
candidates, the amount equal to 5% of the registered voters in the office's specific 
district, between 1/9/14 and 7/8/14.  Must also pay filing fee equal to 3% of the 
office's annual salary.

2014 gubernatorial candidate must get 20%.  If a statewide candidate receives 1% of the registered 
voters (58,049 @ 4/12), can run statewide candidates in the next election without petitioning. (404) 656-2871 http://www.sos.ga.gov/elections/

Hawaii No
Must collect 706 signatures (1% of the registered voters as of the 2012 general 
election), due 170 days prior to the primary election (2/20/14).

Statewide candidate or one of the US House candidates must get 10%, or state senate candidates 
must get 4% of all the votes cast for those races, or state representative candidates must get 4% of 
all votes cast for those races, or candidates for state senate and state representatives must get 2% 
of the votes combined for all of those races. (808) 453-VOTE http://hawaii.gov/elections/

Idaho Yes N/A
2014 federal or state candidate must get 3% of the votes cast for Governor, or party must run at 
least 3 candidates for federal and/or state offices in the general election. (208) 334-2852 http://www.sos.idaho.gov/elect/eleindex.htm

Illinois No
Must collect 25,000 signatures.  Can start 90 days prior to the end of the filing 
period (3/25/14).  Must file between 6/16 and 6/23/14.

2014 gubernatorial candidate must get 5%.  If any 2014 statewide candidate gets 5%, can run 
statewide candidates in 2016 without petitioning. (217) 782-4141 http://www.elections.illinois.gov/

Indiana Yes N/A 2014 candidate for Secretary of State must get 2%. (317) 232-6531 http://www.in.gov/sos/elections/index.htm

Iowa No

Must collect signatures for individual candidates (statewide 1,500, US House 375, 
State Sentate 150, State House 50), and must be submitted between 6/28 and 
7/15/14.  No substitution. 2014 candidate for Governor must get 2%. (515) 281-0145 http://www.sos.state.ia.us/elections/

Kansas Yes N/A 2014 Statewide candidate must get 1%. (785) 296-4561 http://www.kssos.org/elections/elections.html

Kentucky No
Must collect signatures for individual candidates (statewide 5,000, US House 400, 
General Assembly 100) between 11/6/13 and 8/12/14. 2016 candidate for President must get 2%. (502) 564-3490 http://sos.ky.gov/elections/



Louisiana Yes Must have at least 1,000 registered voters.
A candidate must be on a primary election ballot by 2016, or party must have 1,000 registed voters.  
Party has over 3,000 registered voters (4/11).  (800) 883-2805 http://www.sos.louisiana.gov/tabid/68/Default.aspx

Maine No

To become a recognized party, must collect 29,027 signatures by 12/12/13.  Can 
also run candidates individually by collecting signatures (statewide 4,000, US 
House 2,000, State Senator 200, State Representative 50).  Cannot start until 
1/1/14, and are due 5/25/14. 2014 candidate for Governor must get 5%. (207) 624-7736 http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/index.html

Maryland Yes N/A
2014 candidate for Govenor must get 1%, or party must have 1% of the registered voters as of 
12/31/14. (410) 269-2840 http://www.elections.state.md.us/

Massachusetts No

To become a recognized party, voter registration must be 1% by 2/1/14, or must collect signatures fo
individual candidates (US Senator & Governor 10,000; other statewide 5,000; US House 2,000;  Sta
Senator 300; State Rep. 150).  Signatures for state legislative offices due 4/29/14; federal & statewid
due 7/29/14.  Has 0.3% of the registered voters as of 10/12. 2014 statewide candidate must get 3%, or party must have 1% of the registered voters. (617) 727-2828 http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleidx.htm

Michigan Yes N/A
2014 candidate must get 1% of the votes cast for 2014 candidate for Secretary of State (2012: 
16,083).  (888) 767-6424 http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633---,00.html

Minnesota No

Must collect 147,539 signatures by 6/3/14.  Can also run candidates by collecting 
signatures (statewide 2,000, US House 1,000, State Legislature 500) between 5/20
and 6/3/14.

2014 Statewide candidate must get 5%, or run candidates in all of the statewide and at least half of 
the races for federal and state office. (651) 215-1440 http://www.sos.state.mn.us/index.aspx?page=4

Mississippi Yes N/A N/A (800) 829-6786 http://www.sos.ms.gov/elections.aspx

Missouri Yes N/A Has retention through 2016.  2016 statewide candidate for office must get 2%.  (573) 751-4936 http://www.mo.gov/my-government/elections/

Montana Yes N/A
Has retention through 2016.  2016 candidate for statewide office within 2 general elections must get 
5% of the votes for the successful gubernatorial candidate.  (406) 444-2034 http://sos.mt.gov/Elections/index.asp

Nebraska Yes N/A 2014 statewide candidate must get 5%.  (402) 471-2555 http://www.sos.ne.gov/dyindex.html

Nevada Yes N/A

2014 partisan candidate must get 1% of the cumulative votes cast for the Nevada US House 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd distrcit races, or have at least 1% of the registered voters by 1/1/14.  Currently has 
9,943 registered voters as of 11/12 (0.7%). (775) 784-5708 http://nvsos.gov/index.aspx?page=3

New Hampshire No
Must collect 21,177 signatures between 1/14 and 8/14.  Can also run individual 
candidates by collecting signatures (statewide 3,000, US House 1,500). 2014 candidate for Governor or US Senate must get 4%. (603) 327-3242 http://www.sos.nh.gov/electionsnew.html

New Jersey No

Must collect signatures for individual candidates (statewide 800, US House and 
State Legislature 100) by 6/4/13 for state candidates, and by 6/3/14 for federal 
candidates.  No substitution. 2013 candidates running for the General Assembly must get 10%. (609) 292-3760 http://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/

New Mexico Yes

Must collect signatures to run candidates, equal to 1% of the votes cast for 2012 
President in the district in which they are running (statewide 7,724).  Can start 
petitioning on 10/1/13, and C41are due 6/24/14. Has retention through 2016.  2016 candidate for President must get 0.5%.  (505) 827-3600 http://www.sos.state.nm.us/

New York No

Must collect signatures for individual candidates (statewide 15,000, US House 
3,500, State Senate 3,000, State Assembly 1,500), between 7/14 and 8/14.  For 
statewide office petitions, at least 100 signatures each must come from of 1/2 of 
the counties.  Can start petitioning by 8/8, and are due by 8/19/14. 2014 candidate for Governor must get 50,000 votes. (518) 474-6220 http://www.elections.ny.gov/

North Carolina Yes N/A Has retention through 2016. 2016 candidate for Governor or President must get 2%.  (919) 733-7173 http://www.sboe.state.nc.us/items.aspx?id=3&s=3

North Dakota No

Must collect 7,000 signatures by 4/11/14.  Earliest signature date cannot be more 
than 1 year prior to the filing.  Can also run Independent candidates by collecting 
signatures (statewide 1,000, others 300), due 9/5/14.  Earliest signature date 
cannot be more than 150 days prior to the filing.

If able to achieve party status, 2014 candidate for Attorney General or Secretary of State must get 
5%.  (701) 328-4146 http://www.nd.gov/sos/electvote/

Ohio Yes See US District Court ruling of 9/7/11. N/A (614) 466-2585 http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/elections.aspx

Oklahoma No
Must collect 66,601 signatures by 3/1/14, and no later than 1 year after filing of 
Notice of Intent. If able to achieve party status, 2014 candidate for Governor must get 10%. (405) 521-2391 http://www.ok.gov/elections/



Oregon Yes
Must have 0.1% of the registered voters at any time between 5/20 and 9/6/14.  
Currently has 0.8% (11/12).

Statewide candidate must receive 1% and party must have 0.1% of the registered voters, or party 
must maintain 0.5% of the registered voters.  (503) 986-1518 http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/

Pennsylvania No

Must have 15% of the registered voters.  Can run individual candidates by 
collecting signatures equal to 2% of the votes cast for the 2013 elected official of 
that office. Can start 3/12/14, and are due by 8/1/14. Must maintain 15% of the registered voters. (717) 787-5280

http://www.dos.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/voting_and__
elections/12363

Rhode Island No

Must collect 21,843 signatures.  Can start 1/1/14, and are due 6/1/14, if conducting 
a primary election, or 8/1/14 if only participating in the general eleciton.  Can also 
run candidates by collecting signatures (statewide 1,000, US House and general 
state office 500, State Senate 100, State Rep. 50), due 7/17. 2014 candidate for Governor must get 5%. (401) 222-2340 http://sos.ri.gov/elections/

South Carolina Yes N/A Must run a candidate by 2016. (803) 734-9060 http://www.scvotes.org/

South Dakota Yes

Must collect signatures to get candidates on the primary election ballot (statewide 
250, state legislature 5).  Can only be signed by registered voters of the party.  
Can start collecting 1/1/14, and are due 3/25/14. 2014 gubernatorial candidate must get 2.5%. (605) 773-3537

http://www.sdsos.gov/electionsvoteregistration/electionsvoteregistrat
ion_overview.shtm

Tennessee No

Must collect 40,039 signatures by 5/15/14. Can also run Independent candidates 
by collect signatures (statewide 275, US House and State office 25).  Can start 
petitioning 2/14/14.

If able to achieve party status, 2014 or 2016 statewide candidate must get 5% of the vote for the 
2014 gubernatorial candidate. (615) 741-7956 http://www.state.tn.us/sos/election/index.htm

Texas Yes N/A 2014 candidate for statewide office must get 5%, or 2014 candidate for Governor must get 2%.  (512) 463-5650 http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml

Utah Yes N/A
Has retention through 2016.  2016 candidate must get 2% of the cumulative votes cast for the Utah 
US House races.  (801) 538-1041 http://elections.utah.gov/

Vermont Yes Must organize in at least 10 towns between 9/1/13 and 12/31/13. Must organize in at least 10 towns between September and December, 2015. (802) 828-2464 http://vermont-elections.org/soshome.htm

Virginia No

Must collect signatures for candidates (statewide 10,000, US House 1,000, State Senate 250, State 
Delegate 125), between 1/2/13 and 6/11/13 for state candidates, and between 1/2/14 and 6/10/14 for 
federal candidates.  For statewide candidates, at least 400 signatures must come from each of the 
congressional districts. 2013 candidate for Governor or 2014 candidate for US Senate must get 10%. (804) 864-8901 http://www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms/Index.html

Washington No
Must either pay a filing fee (federal $1,740; Governor $1,669; state $421), or 
collect an equal amount of signatures, due between 5/12 and 5/16/14. 2014 statewide candidate must receive 5%. (360) 902-4180 http://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/Default.aspx

West Virginia Yes N/A Has retention through 2016.  2016 candidate for Governor must get 1%. (304) 558-8000 http://www.sos.wv.gov/elections/Pages/default.aspx

Wisconsin Yes N/A 2014 statewide candidate must receive 1%. (608) 266-8005 http://gab.wi.gov/elections-voting

Wyoming Yes N/A 2014 candidate for Governor, Secretary of State, or the US House must get 2%. (307) 777-5860 http://soswy.state.wy.us/Elections/Elections.aspx


