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Minutes of the June 27, 2011 Meeting 

of the LPO State Committee 

 





RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE
LPO STATE COMMITTEE MEETING
7:00PM - June 27, 2011

A. Resolution 1.  “Be it resolved that, based on the most substantive adherence to the LPO 
governing documents as most recently amended at the 2009 LPO Annual Business Convention, 
the LPO State Committee asks the Libertarian National Committee, or it’s representatives, to 
aclearly decide the following:

1. Whether or not the “Wes Wagner” bylaws purportedly adopted by the LPO State 
Committee on March 31, 2011 were adopted in accordance with the LPO Constitution 
and Bylaws as existing previously to that date.

2. Whether or not the LPO State Committee on March 31, had the authority to cancel the 
adjourned meeting of May 21, 2011 mandated by members participating in the March 12, 
2011 session of the LPO Annual Business Convention and if so, whether or not proper 
notice was provided to delegates regarding the cancellation.

3. Whether the LPO State Committee as purportedly led by Wes Wagner or that as led by 
Tim Reeves constitutes the legitimate State Committee of the LNC’s Oregon affiliate.

Be it further resolved that, if empowered to do so on behalf of the LPO by the LNC's resolution 
of the above three issues, the LPO State Committee passing this resolution will dedicate itself to 
resolving the factional split which exists within the LPO by working to build a more sustainable 
and internally stable organization less prone to conflict.”

B. Resolution 2.  “Be it resolved that the LPO State Committee, upon resolving questions of 
contested legitimacy, focus efforts on moving the LPO in the following direction for the benefit 
of all LPO members and the future of our state and nation.

1. Enhancing the Internal Stability of the LPO
2. Re-Engaging in Public Affairs, Ballot Measures, and Candidate Campaigns
3. Rebuilding the Financial Stability of the LPO
4. Rebuilding the LPO’s Membership List Through Outreach and Member Service
5. Increasing the Number of Registered Libertarian voters in Oregon
6. Rebuilding the LPO’s Working Relationships with the Media and Other Entities”
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Bylaws Provisions and Practical Party Management Tasks  

that Require Knowledge of Affiliate Party Officers and 

Affiliate Bylaws 

 



Bylaws Provisions and Practical Party Management Tasks that Require Knowledge 

of Affiliate Party Officers and Affiliate Bylaws 

 

 

There are numerous matters of mandatory Libertarian Party Bylaws compliance for 

which it is imperative that the LNC be able to identify who are the rightful officers of 

each of our affiliates.  Consider the following matters: 

 

1)  One of the purposes of the Party in Article 3 is to charter affiliate parties, and also to 

support affiliate party candidates for public office.  If two groups are each claiming to be 

the officers of the affiliate, and perhaps they have each nominated different candidate 

slates, which of the two groups of candidates should the LNC support as the properly 

nominated affiliate party candidates for public office? 

 

2) Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 6.3 states: 

 

“There shall be no more than one state-level affiliate party in any one state. Each state-level 

affiliate party shall, in accordance with its own Bylaws and these Bylaws, determine who shall 
be its delegates to all Regular Conventions. A state-level affiliate party may charter sub-
affiliate parties within the state, which will entitle such sub-affiliates to use the name 
“Libertarian Party.” 

 

If two groups are each claiming to be the officers of the affiliate, and each of the groups 

has chartered a different set of sub-affiliate parties within the state, which group of sub-

level affiliates is entitled to use the name “Libertarian Party”? 

 

3)  Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 6.2 designate the LNC as the body that grants 

affiliate status to those organizations “which adopt the Statement of Principles and file a 

copy of their Constitution and/or Bylaws with the Party Secretary“.  Common sense 

argues that this power necessarily includes the authority to later identify who are the 

officers representing the affiliate to which the LNC has granted affiliate status. 

4)  Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 6.1 restricts that the name “Libertarian Party” may 

only be used by the Party or by an organization to which the Party has granted affiliate 

status.  It is necessary to be able to identify the officers of an affiliate to know who is 

authorized to use the name “Libertarian Party”. 

 

5) Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 6.4 states “No affiliate party shall endorse any 

candidate who is a member of another party for public office in any partisan election. No 

affiliate party shall take any action inconsistent with the Statement of Principles or these 

Bylaws.”  A violation of these prohibitions could potentially constitute cause for which 

the LNC could later decide to disaffiliate an existing affiliate.  The LNC must be able to 

determine whether the actions in question were taken by those in positions of authority 

within the affiliate, or by others not representing the affiliate. 

 



6)  Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 8.1 states that the LNC has ”control and 

management of all the affairs, properties and funds of the Party consistent with these 

Bylaws”.  One of the assets of the Party managed by the LNC is a trademark on the name 

“Libertarian Party”.  To protect that trademark, the LNC must know who are the officers 

of our affliates, thus who is entitled to use the name.   

 

7)  For the conduct of LNC business, the LNC must know who the legitimate LNC 

members are.  Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 8.4 establishes that an LNC member shall 

not be the candidate of any party except the Party or an affiliate.  The LNC must know 

who the officers of the affiliate are to know who to trust to tell us who are the candidates 

of the affiliate so we can know if the LNC members are in compliance with this bylaw. 

 

8)  For the conduct of LNC business, the LNC must know who the legitimate LNC 

members are.  Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 8.8 establishes scenarios wherein state 

chairs can remove a regional representative from the LNC.  If the removal of a regional 

representative to the LNC was conducted by the legitimate state chairs, the LNC should 

no longer permit the removed representative to participate in LNC business.  If the 

“removal” was conducted by people who are not the legitimate state chairs, the LNC 

should allow the representative to continue to participate in LNC business. 

 

9)  Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 11.3 through Article 11.6 set eligibility requirements 

for national convention delegates, dependent on action of the affiliate party and its 

officers.   

 

How can the Libertarian Party Secretary comply with Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 

11.5.b and send delegation totals to the chair of each affiliate without knowing who the 

chair of each affiliate is?   

 

How can the Credentials Committee know from whom to accept affiliate delegate listings 

in accordance with 11.5.c and 11.5.d without knowing which officers are in charge of the 

affiliate and thus are entitled to submit delegate listings?   

 

How can alternate substitution at national conventions be properly permitted in 

compliance with Article 11.7 if the Secretary cannot determine what their current rules 

are regarding substitution? 

 

10)  Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 12.3 mandates that the Platform Committee be 

composed partially of representatives from the top-ten affiliates.  The identity of the 

officers of the affiliate must be determined to know whose word to accept regarding the 

identity of that affiliate’s committee representative. 

 

11)  Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 12.4 mandates that the Credentials Committee be 

composed partially of representatives from the top-five affiliates.  The identity of the 

officers of the affiliate must be determined to know whose word to accept regarding the 

identity of that affiliate’s committee representative. 

 



12)  Libertarian Party Bylaws Article 14.2 regarding eligibility requirements for 

presidential candidates necessitates knowing whether an individual agreed to be placed 

on a nomination petition of a state affiliate, or whether it was the petition of some other 

group. 

 

 

In practice, all of these above factors make it imperative that the LNC be able to identify 

the officers of the entity to which it has granted affiliate status to facilitate compliance 

with our bylaws in the most fundamental inner workings of the party. 

 

Besides matters of mandatory bylaws compliance, the LNC in its role of managing the 

affairs of the party employs staff and directs them to provide various services and 

benefits to the Libertarian Party state affiliates.  These are offered to serve the purposes 

of the party.  Among these services are: 

 

1)  LNC Policy Manual Section  2.08.1 restricts potential LNC financial support for 

candidates contingent upon their having been “certified as libertarian candidates by the 

governing board of the Party in their state”. 

 

2)  LNC Policy Manual Section 2.08.2 restricts potential use of Party assets to provide 

information or services for candidates contingent upon whether “the service or candidate 

has been approved by the state chair”. 

 

3)  LNC Policy Manual Section 3.03.2 mandates that on a monthly basis our headquarters 

staff will provide specific privileged member/donor data to each state chair or his 

designee. 

 

4)  The LNC frequently supports ballot access drives in cooperation with our affiliates.  

Without knowing who the legitimate officers of an affiliate are, how can the LNC 

determine with whom they should work? 

 

5)  Staff members employed by the LNC place links from our website at www.lp.org to 

those groups which we recognize as our affiliates.  Our staff depends on the word of 

officers of the affiliate to tell us which website belongs to their affiliate. 

 

6)  Staff members employed by the LNC rely on the word of the chairs of our state 

affiliates to determine which local candidates should be listed for each state on the 

www.lp.org website. 

 

 

Though this is not an all-inclusive list, it is sufficient to demonstrate the necessity and 

obligation of the LNC to reasonably identify who are the officers of the organizations 

chartered as our affiliates. 
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LPO Reorganizes 

Libertarian Party of Oregon State Committee Restructures 
Party

At the most recent State Central Committee meeting on March 31st, 2011, Salem, Ore., the committee 

voted to adopt a new set of governing documents and refer them to the registered libertarian voters of Oregon for 

eventual ratification.

For a number of years dues paying members, who were the only individuals allowed to participate in internal party 

functions, have been attempting to reform the existing party rules. However, due to the different factional battles, 

ultimately were unable to do so and arrived at a point where the membership could no longer meet quorum to meet and 

resolve these issues.

The State Central Committee explained its reasoning as a preamble to adopting a new constitution and bylaws.

The last time the membership successfully met and was able to conduct business was in March of 2010, where the party 

adopted a plan for reformation. Ultimately that plan was unable to be executed by the membership at the most recent 

November 2010 special convention, nor the recent regular convention in March of 2011.

The new party structure lowers the barriers to participate by providing the opportunity to participate by mail for all 

registered libertarian electors in Oregon in both the nominating process for candidates, selecting representatives to the 

State Committee and approving or rejecting changes to the party's constitution and bylaws.

Oregon voters will have an opportunity to ratify this new governing structure during the 2012 primary election cycle. 

Should they ultimately reject it, the previous governing structure will be restored, which includes: a Judicial Committee 

that has only one member, cannot meet, and cannot reach quorum; a membership that is unable to meet at convention 

due to an inability to achieve quorum; suspect bylaws that have still not been reconciled against minutes which have not 

been approved due to questionable accuracy; county party affiliates that cannot be represented due to technical 

deficiencies that cannot be remedied; a dues structure that has raised legal doubts; the ability for non-libertarians to 

participate which also raises questions of legality; and other numerous issues.

The first meeting of the new state committee is scheduled for April 19th and will consider alternative plans for May 21st 

when the members' convention was scheduled to meet again.
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LPO Denies that Mr. Wagner is Authorized to File an Appeal 

on Their Behalf 

 



Is Wes Wagner an authorized agent of the LPO? 

Alicia Mattson <agmattson@gmail.com> 

Tim Reeves <timothy.reeves@tenthamendmentcenter.com> Wed, Jul 27, 2011 at 5:33 PM 
Reply-To: timothy.reeves@tenthamendmentcenter.com  
To: Alicia Mattson <agmattson@gmail.com>  
Cc: timothy.reeves@tenthamendmentcenter.com  

No, and No. 
Alicia Mattson wrote: 
> Tim, 
> 
> While LNC members have been assembling a response to the Libertarian Party 
> Judicial Committee, it has been suggested that I ask you to provide a 
> response to the following two questions: 
> 
>  1.  Has Wes Wagner at any time requested (from you as Chairperson of the 
> Libertarian Party of Oregon, or from the State Committee of the 
> Libertarian 
> Party of Oregon) permission to file an appeal with the Libertarian Party 
> Judicial Committee on behalf of the Libertarian Party of Oregon? 
> 
> 2.  Have you as Chairperson of the Libertarian Party of Oregon, or has the 
> State committee of the Libertarian Party of Oregon, granted Wes Wagner 
> permission to file an appeal with the Libertarian Party Judicial Committee 
> on behalf of the Libertarian Party of Oregon? 
> 
> Thank you for your assistance in clarifyiing these matters. 
> 
> -Alicia 
> 
 
 
In Liberty, 
  Tim Reeves (State Chair) 
  Libertarian Party of Oregon, 
  (State Coordinator) 
  www.Oregon.tenthamendmentcenter.com 
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