Both the LNC Chair and the COC Chair have stated that I was not participating on the COC, that I wasn’t answering eMails, and that I wasn’t on conference calls.  Below is just *some* of the evidence that I was doing both of these things.  In addition, my LSLA conference call this afternoon produced a summary of the call, and the first 5 or 8 digits of the phone numbers of everyone who called in.  Have either David or Mark seen those?  I’d suggest that you do.  Until you fired me, I had missed exactly one call, and was late to one other.  I was mute on most of those calls – on the first one, they all had a giggle fest when I came on and didn’t immediately identify myself – I was in a loud place, and had to go out – saying “Hi, George!”, “I guess we’ll see this on IPR tomorrow”, etc.  Before I got where I could unmute, I wasn’t going to.

I continued to listen to the calls without identifying myself, as I was generally eating dinner during them, and had nothing to add.  They were information sessions, and there was no reason for me to chime in.  I had no questions.  I checked air fares, comparable hotel prices, etc., while on the calls.  Often David or someone else was also checking out travel costs, etc and shared that info before I had any chance to, so again, no reason to unmute.

This is not all the conference calls I was on, but some of them – I clipped these out of some of my bills.
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The Stayton, OR number is the one that was used for conference calls.  On that 3rd clip, the number was changed last minute, and so I had to go look for the number.  Mark mentioned that I didn’t check out any hotels – the people in the places in question did that.  John Jay Myer in Dallas.  Mattson in Vegas.  Yes, Mark and Dan Weiner went to check out a hotel in SF area.  Their home turf.

They say I didn’t participate in eMail discussions, that I didn’t answer eMails.  (I did answer him – he didn’t like what I said, so he just ignored it, IMNHO.)

Here are extractions from some of the emails:
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Kevin Knedler queried the state chairs about their preferences regarding a da...
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		Rachel H. for LPWA Communications
 to dfn, conventions 



	show details Aug 11 
	


Mid May or early May works for The Real Washington (TM), and that's the largest group.  I REALLY like TX for it - weather is decent that time of year.

I hate Vegas as a convention/conference location.  It's too expensive, there are too many people, and too much smoke.  The hooker hustlers weren't an attractive part, either, even tho the only ones who bothered me were the women.  The men didn't approach me.  I don't know whether to be glad or annoyed.  ;o)

Aug 11 
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Our Florida State Chair doesn't read his e-mails so as Vice Chair I'm going t...
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I have not offered any specific thoughts on the 2012 convention previously to...
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James, you make some interesting points, but because you missed a lot of the ...

Aug 19 
[image: https://mail.google.com/mail/images/cleardot.gif]
[image: https://mail.google.com/mail/images/cleardot.gif][image: https://mail.google.com/mail/images/cleardot.gif]Vicki Kirkland
I like Dallas/Fort Worth. I see lots of positives and no negatives. As I said...
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Rachel H. for LPWA Communications	 to conventions, dfn 	show details Sep 7 
I haven't seen the SF numbers.  Would you pls send those?

Thx,


Dave Nolan                        to Convention        			show details Sep 30
 
We are making progress. A consensus is emerging that the SFO (Burlingame) Hyatt in late June is our best bet overall, balancing costs, location and facilities.  It's not my first preference, but I can certainly live with that choice if it's the one we make.  I'm concerned that by giving the LNC the final say in the matter, we are adding two weeks to the decision-making process, but hopefully we can get whatever hotel we favor to hold our chosen date for us during that two weeks.

For what it's worth, here are my thoughts . . . <snipped>
Rachel H. for LPWA Communications	 to dfn, conventions  show details Oct 1 
I'm also concerned that the Vegas location will draw a firestorm of criticism - holding a presidential nominating convention in the hometown of *one* of the candidates.

Does no one else see this as a problem?

Our membership will.
Alicia Mattson					to conventions 	show details Oct 1 
Nevada gets a whopping 14 delegates to the convention.  If 14 delegates were enough to control the convention, George Phillies would have been elected chair in St. Louis.
Robert Kraus					 to conventions 	show details Oct 1 
Not too mention one could have the same "problem" with TX but she failed to mention that!

	(Rachel’s note – huh? Since when does staff get snide and snarky with LNC?)
Nancy Neale					to conventions 	show details Oct 1	
Didn’t Mr. WAR have to get seated as a delegate from Indiana in St. Louis?  Hardly an endorsement from his home state.  Texas was ‘disqualified’ for the 2008 convention in the minds of many on the LNC because it was thought that Badnarik would run a second time.  (And yes, Robert, there’s a prez candidate from Texas now.)  You never know who will come out of the woodwork, so who may or may not be running for prez should never be a consideration on convention location.  They may or may not enjoy “favorite son” status; Al Gore comes to mind.  Hey, Hinkle may run for a second term; that means we shouldn’t have 2012 in San Francisco!
	(Rachel’s note – huh? I’m not sure I’ve ever had a conversation with Ms. Neale.  My point was that Root is on the LNC – the only declared candidate from TX (Wrights) is not.)
Dave Nolan		 				to me 		show details Oct 1 
PRIVATE REPLY
Rachel H. for LPWA Communications	 to dfn 		show details Oct 1 
I acknowledge and agree to your stipulation of PRIVATE.

David also worries that I didn’t vote on the Convention location vote.
Alicia Mattson     					to LNC             show details Oct 30 
Voting has ended for the email ballot shown below, regarding selection of Dallas as the 2012 national convention site.
 
Voting "aye":  Craig, Nolan, Oaksun, Ruwart
Voting "nay":  Flood, Knedler, Lark, Mattson, Olsen, Redpath, Root, Rutherford, Visek, Wiener, Wolf
 
With a final vote tally of 4-11, the motion FAILS.
Alicia Mattson
LNC Secretary
What he didn’t bother to tell you is that some time ago, the LNC overwhelmingly passed a motion that made the entire LNC responsible for choosing the convention site.  It had already been decided to choose at the NOLA meeting.
Either the Chairs (LNC and COC) overlooked this, or they thought that it wouldn’t matter . . . but this vote was a non-starter.  The Chair made this motion after the motion to allow the entire LNC to choose convention site was made.  5-11 is no better than 4-11, and frankly, I have very little desire to support either Chair at this point.  Both have attacked me here, while KNOWING that the Secretary was withholding information.  If they didn’t know it before, I informed them and the Sec confirmed it on the last conference call before I was fired.  I also sent 2 eMails about needing info, and they ignored those.
Both have accused me of lying, while lying about me.  They allowed staff to attack me on COC eMail list, without any reaction from them, and while the Chair of the LNC was talking about collegiality and us all getting along on LNC Discuss, he was on here trashing me.  Yet he’s never had a conversation with me about it.  His only communication has been . . .
mark@garlic.com					to me 		show details Oct 4 
Rachel,

It's clear to me you're too busy to dedicate any serious time to the
Convention Oversight Committee.

I'll give you until midnight tonight (Monday) to resign.  Otherwise, in my
capacity as LNC Chair, I'll remove you from the COC.

I want someone on the committee who's going to give some serious time,
talent, and energy to the serious task at hand.

It's your choice, but I suggest you resign rather than me removing you for
inaction on the COC.

FYI & RSVP..............Mark Hinkle, LNC Chair
Rachel H. for LPWA Communications	to mark 		show details Oct 4 
What exactly is it that you have wanted me to do that I haven't done?  

My knowledge and evaluation of the hotels is entirely dependent on the calls, as I haven't gotten a spreadsheet since the first version, I believe.

I have informed you of this at least twice, and it has continued.

You can't just cut off a member of a committee, and then say "you aren't participating".
And what difference do you think it makes whether I resign or you remove me?  It's the same thing.  Threatening me with removal is the same as removing me.

What is it,  Mark - have you totally bought Starr's accusations about me?
mark@garlic.com				 to me 	show details Oct 4 
Rachel,
I have not spoken a word about you to Aaron Starr.  Zip.  If he has an
opinion about you, it's a mystery to me.

As I recall you've been on exactly 1 tele-conference call, which you were
mostly silent.  (Rachel’s note:  Largely silent?  I spoke a lot at the first call in Oct, including saying I hadn’t been getting spreadsheets.)

You (to my knowledge) have contacted zero hotels as potential 2012 or 2014
convention sites.  I don't recall more than 1 or 2 emails on COC business
from you.

Simply put, you have not been participating and this is a very important
committee and I don't think it's fair that you get an equal vote with
everyone else who's done significant work on behalf of the LNC COC.

As I said, you can quit or I'm going to remove you.

I would think resigning would be the best course for you, but it's your
choice.  I think they  is a difference between quiting and being fired.
Perhaps you don't.

I recommend you resign.

It's your call.......but by midnight tonight please.

FYI................Mark Hinkle, LNC Chair

Also, the Chair apparently has no idea what goes into a convention – this (choosing a site) is just one tiny part.  Last time, I busted butt selling the damn thing, which was a hard job, after the “floor fee” fiasco.  And the floor fee issue didn’t consume a little bit of time, it ate a lot.
There is also going to be deciding whether there will be more than a business meeting (an education track?), choosing speakers and meals, costing, volunteer help, costing, ribbons, awards, binders, etc.
The Chair also told you all that I “didn’t do anything” last time, either.  He said “Ask anyone who was on the committee last time”.  That is not what the Admiral says.  (He was Chair.)
Here is my recent exchange with the Admiral:
Rachel H. for LPWA Communications	to Michael 	show details Oct 17 
Dear Admiral -

Last spring, I missed one of your conference calls.  You scheduled Thurs afternnon, to be held on Sun evening.  I never saw that note until Monday morning, as that was my convention weekend.  I was totally tied up that weekend, holding a state convention.

I understood your anger and frustration at that time, and hope that you are not still angry.  It has been reported to me that you may have been dissatisfied with my participation.  Would you please clarify?

Michael Colley					 to me 		show details Oct 26  
NO! I was only concerned that you had an overflowing plate of commitments (you surely do - and I admire your support for the causes you have adopted), and could not be a regular participant in our effort - continuity counts!
Best,
MCC
So, this is how I’m feeling about this:
Remember this – if you ever get sideways of the Chair, I feel like he will lie about you to others, all the while patting himself on the back about collegiality.
This all started because they chose to believe Aaron Starr and Alicia Mattson’s allegations that I was “leaking” LNC Discuss material to George Phillies.  No one even bothered to ask me, until I accused David of not asking – he then asked, and I replied that I would neither confirm nor deny.  If they had asked me at Vegas, I might have answered differently, but since then I have come to believe that Andy Wolf’s “I hope the person doesn’t confess” opinion is the right one.
During that meeting, Starr put his arm around Visek and walked her down the hall, whispering in her ear.  Just a few minutes later, she came to me and told me that I was never going to get anything accomplished if I kept this up.  Despite my informing her that  . . .
1.     George has had a leak on the list for years, if not decades, before I got on it, and
2.     He often sends me an eMail to offer his perspective on something that has happened on the list before I get down the queue to that Discuss eMail.  IOW, he knows before I do, and I keep up with the list pretty well, even before they started the Super Secret List.  These days, there is little traffic on the official list.
She then called George and harangued him about it for some time.  She apparently wanted him to stop printing stuff, and told him that my “body language confirmed I was guilty”.  I suspect that no matter what my body language was, something would have “confirmed I was guilty”.  
None of the above should be taken as “evidence”, confirmation or denial from me.  I suspect that there is more than one person who leaks stuff, depending on the material.  No one has accused me of leaking Olsen’s gay post to Brian Miller, who pitched an absolute bitch and published that thing far and wide.
Should LNC Discuss be confidential?  Ask yourself . . .
If the LNC is doing stuff on eMail that they shouldn’t, or that they don’t want anyone to know about, should they be doing it?
We take votes there.  Per our Policy Manual, that makes it a meeting, which is required to be open to the membership.  Do you think LNC Discuss subverts our “Open Meeting” rule? 
(Section 2: MEETINGS 

B. OPEN MEETINGS 

Except as expressly provided below, LNC meetings are open to 
Party members. However, participation is not permitted except by 
majority vote of the committee. )

How long do you want your governing body to be warring amongst itself, doing things that they don’t want you to know about?
In the Vegas meeting, they spent quite some time venting about “this is fraud” (Stewart Flood), “I’m the one who’s been wronged, and someone must pay” (Root).
If you’ll remember, the stuff George published was a fairly uncivil back and forth between Root and Nolan.  If I remember correctly, Root attacked Nolan particularly viciously, and the Chair ignored it.  Nolan attacked back.  The current LNC has been real fun about personal attacks.  Let’s berate our fellow committee members, and then spend the rest of the time praising ourselves.  LNC Discuss has been a real fun place since June.
This is not about confidentiality.  It’s about secrecy.  There is no legitimate reason to say that LNC Discuss should be held confidential.
It’s about secrecy and operating in the dark.  Hiding what we do from you.  Fighting and preening, and calling it “confidential”.
I’m not participating any longer.  I will NOT PARTICPATE in any more illegitimate Executive Sessions, where secrecy is used to bash activists or other party or LNC members, as has been done several times in the last 2 years.  I will leave immediately and report it to the membership.
The only time I have “broken confidentiality” was my report on IPR about the attack that was launched on me in secret in St. Louis – Starr called it a “staff matter”.  I am NOT staff.  I reported it after I had been accused of crap on IPR, and I signed my name to it.  I’ve never denied it.  It was illegitimate ExSess.
I am sick over this.  My Hugs (32 year member) is finished.  Cancelled his pledge, and is only sticking around until my term is over.  I have promised to serve out my term - that was my commitment to my states.  I'm  a 15 year member, Life Member who loved this party and still loves most of the people. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Peace and Liberty,

Rachel Hawkridge

Unpaid Volunteer

Chair, Libertarian Party of Washington

Co-Chair, Libertarian State Leadership Alliance (State Chairs)

Region 2 Representative to the Libertarian National Committee
Proudly representing Alaska, Washington, Idaho, Tennessee, Florida, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Vermont

“When the truth is replaced by silence”, the Soviet dissident Yevgeny Yevtushenko said, “the silence is a lie”. 
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